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of a well-planned non-violent society should be drawn
and placed before the public. Such a scheme would serve
many purposes. It would educate and make people think,
and the plan itself would benefit by public discussion and
criticism. As it is, people are left in doubt and do not know
where non-violence will land them and India.

I realize that, like the experiment in Russia, the way
to perfecting a plan of a non-violent society must be
through trial and error. But basic principles must be set-
tled and (as far as possible) precisely stated, and outlines
well drawn. Shri Mashruwala has recently made attempts
in that direction. His articles published in newspapers
and magazines were both thoughtful and thought-
provoking.

I daresay that adequate material for drawing up a
preliminary* outline as a basis of discussion for planned
non-violence can be found in the writings of Gandhiji
spread over a period of 40 years. Valuable hints can also be
gained from Tolstoy and other eminent writers. But at '
present the material is all scattered, the picture much too
hazy. Like the famous Communist Manifesto^ we should have
a manifesto of non-violence and non-co-operation.

The political and economical structure of non-vio-
lent society must be broad-based on the conscious will of
the people as a whole. If force as a dominating sanction
is eliminated, then cheerful and willing bbedience to the
national laws is the pre-requisite to any durable constitu-
tion. People will only offer non-violent resistance to an
aggressor, if they are proud of their country and prize
their national freedom. But if national freedom merely means
for a vast majority of the people a slavigh, care-worn exis-
tence with ever-present fear of want and hunger, then it
will not be surprising if there is not too keen a readiness
to offer non-violent resistance and to die for an order of
things which has done so little for the individual.

In a non-violent State there should ndt be any com-
munal questions or any minority problems. When the
highest rules of morality and ethics become the main-
springs of political policy and administrative action and